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PREVENTING A JACKKNIFE

Jackknifes result from uncontrolled braking and driving too fast for
conditions. Slow down to give yourself additional time to react.

Make sure your vehicle load is distributed evenly to
maintain vehicle stability and balance.

Brake before a turn, not after you go into one.

Decelerate slowly and brake smoothly.
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Do not make abrupt lane changes.

Do not become complacent
or overconfident with your
equipment or yourself. A
jackknife is evidence that you
exceeded responsible control.

This information was obtained from various sources. While we believe it to be reliable and accurate,

we do not warrant the accuracy or reliability of the information. These suggestions are not a complete
list of every loss prevention measure. The information is not intended to replace the instructions or
advice of a qualified professional. Progressive Fleet makes no guarantees of the results from use of this
information. We assume no liability in connection with the information nor the suggestions made.
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Do not use the trailer hand valves to slow down or
stop. This can cause the trailer wheels to lock up
and slide sideways.

If the unit starts to slide, press in the clutch to get
all wheels rotating equally.

Check the mirrors when you stop on ice, snow or
in rain. If the trailer begins to move out of line,
release the brakes and straighten the rig before
you brake again.

Start your correction quickly. Your chance of
recovery lessens as you approach an angle of 15
degrees.

If either the tractor or trailer does not have ABS
and the other does, the unit without ABS will have
a higher degree of causing a jackknife because its
wheels will lock up during hard braking, while the
ABS equipped unit’s wheels keep rotating.
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